The number of persons attacked was 1.068, of whom 460 died. Kushab is eight miles distant from the sudder station, to which place I went on the morning of 14th June. Three seizures had then occurred, of which one had survived, in whom I recognized the characteristic signs of the dreaded disease.
The first sufferer was a Nat or Gvpsy, who was one of a party of twenty who had been engaged to perform athletic tricks to enliven a marriage gathering. The Nat had overeaten and suffered from surfeit on the 12th June, and had become collapsed on the 13th, after purging and vomiting. The second sufferer was a girl who lived near the scene of the feast, but the third sufferer was a Saidani, who dwelt in another quarter of the town, and no communication could be traced between these sufferers. These patients had been removed to the dispensary,?which is placed at one of the entrances of the town in an unpopulous neighbourhood? with the object to isolate the sufferers, as a first step towards controlling the disease. The plaster of the floors of their houses and all polluted spots had been dug up and removed, and sulphur was burned there twice a day. The wells, from which the houses of the affected were supplied with water, were closed by my advice, and the remaining wells in the town were protected from contamination, by having men placed upon them, under Municipal supervision, to draw water for all comers with specially provided ropes and vessels. Although this town is so close to the River Jlielam yet there are many wells in use. Those who drew water from the river were advised to avoid the shore, where boats were moored, and to draw from the flowing stream. As Kushab is a great mart for grain and wool, the authorities arranged for a market place outside the town. By these combined measures the disease seemed to be checked, and no fresh case occurred for four days. This On the 14th July, a case of choleraic diarrhoea occurred in No 3 barrack, whose inmates were kept separate in their own enclosure, under the protecting influence of the disinfecting gas. No subsequent seizure occurred from amongst these three groups of segregated prisoners.
On the 16th July, a case of cholera occurred in No. 9 barrack, whose inmates were restricted to their own enclosure, but on the 17th occurred another case in this barrack, when they were removed into camp.
On the 17th occurred a second seizure in a man who was an insane, lodging in a small enclosure with one keeper, who was also removed outside. The abandoned enclosures were duly disinfected, and the quantity of sulphur now burnt daily within the jail sensibly affected the atmosphere. On the 22nd July, appeared the last seizure in the jail, a prisoner in No. 6 barrack, which held a previously infected group (ride 12th July). The remaining inmates were divided, some were placed in separate cells, and some confined to their own enclosure, all being protected by the sulphurous acid gas, to which increasing confidence was yielded. The segregated prisoners were brought back to the jail on the 31st July, or nine days after the last appearance of the disease.
From the above narration, it will be seen that disinfection by sulphurous acid gas was largely practised. In the town of Kushab and Shahpur, in the Sudder Station and in the jail, under my own observation, it seemed to produce the happiest results. In the last mentioned place, especially, the management of the disease was gyided by a trustful belief in its agency. Prisoners were left in the hospital ward, in barracks iSTos. 1, 2, 6, 3 and protect themselves against the terrible inroads of cholera. In order to prepare them to elude the danger, it is safer to teach them that the death-dealing intruder enters at their doors, being brought by human agency, rather than to leave them in ignorance, affrighted and unresisting, with the idea of a visionary foe riding on the clouds.
Siiaiipuk, PUXJAB, 10th January 1877.
